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ought to be performed with all Faithfulneſs, and for that pur- 
poſe with all the care and diligence, that the nature, impor- 
tance or difficulty of the matter doth require. Hence it is 
that Honeſt men, who make Conſcience of the due performance of 
their Obligations, are not eaſily perſwaded into fuch Undertakings, 
unleſs where near Relation, intimate Friendſhip, great Charity upon 


P 'm $ are things, which all men agree, nemine contradicente, 


ſome ſort oblige them to it ; much leſs are they apt to intrude into 
ſuch Employments, or offer themſelves, except where there is appa- 
rent need of their aſliſtance, and upon due conſideration of their own 
abilities to diſcharge what they undertake : And therefore when men 
are without any ſuch ſpecial motives found to thruſt themſelves into 
ſuch Imployments, or land in competition with men as well, or bet- 
ter quahfyed for the buſine(s than themſelves, this is generally looked 
upon as a juſt Cauſe of ſuſpicion of ſome ſiniſter Ends and Deſigns in 
them. 

This being ſo in Private Truſts, Why is it not, or ſhould it not be 
much more ſo in Publick, fince they are of greater Importance 2 
And yet it is not. always in theſe ? The reaforis this : Of PuBlick 
Offices of Truſt, ſome are alſo Offices of Profit, and reaſon good they 
ſhauld be fo, being Offices of great Skill and Pains, and requiring;the 
expence of living proportionable to the Dignity of the Office : And 
luch as Providence hath left to get their Livings by their Labour, may 
reaſonably defire ſuch honeſt Imploy ments as they are duly qualityed 
jor. But inthis there are uſually great ſaulrs committed, as 1. When 
men, who are in a competent, decent, and convement way of living, 
are not contented therewith, bat Ambitiouſly aſpiring, or Infatiably 
gaping, alter greater and higher Matters : Theſe are not, nor cannot 
be cither compleat Chriſtians, or truly good. Men, and when the 
Tentation comes, do uſually ſhew themſelves. . 2. When they feel 
tuch Places meerly tor the Profit, and are not- ſufficiently .qualityed 
” A | -- duly 
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duly to diſcharge the Office and Truſt. 3. When by their Intereſt or 


Friends, they ifiterpoſe to keep out better or fitter Men than them- 
ſelves ; in both which ciſes they do Prejudice to. the Publick, and are 
Obſtacles and Injpeditnents to its Service. 

Other Offices and Employments are of great Truſt, Honour and 
Authority, but of little or no Profit, but rather occaſion of Expenſe. 
Theſe, I conceive, are neithero be ſought for. the Honour or Autho- 
rity by any, nor to be refuſed for their trouble or expence, by ſach 
as are well qualifyed for them, when they are regularly called to that 
Service. But of all Publick Truſts jn this Nation, there is none, ta- 
ken ſingly, of greater weight and concern than that of Enquiring, 
Conſulting and AQting, in Parliament ; of which I ſhall ſpeak a 
little more particularly, as to the Perſons to be Choſen for Repreſen- 
tatives of the Commons, and the Duty of the Ele&tors. Each of theſe 
hath a double Truſt repoſed in him, the one by the EleRors for the 
ſpecial good of the place for which he is choſen, the other by the 
Conſtitution of our Government for the good of the whole Nation, 
wherein the Religion, Lives, Libertics, Properties, and whole con- 
cern of all that is valuable is comprehended, and many times great 
concerns of other Nations alſo : And in this the Repreſentative of the 
meaneſt Borough hath an equal ſhare with a Knight of the largeſt 
County. 

The Qualifications of a Perſon to be choſen for ſuch a Service, ought 


.to be proportionable and agreeable to the Extent and Weight of the 


Truſt, which is tobe repoſed in him, As r- Iategrity, and fuch In*- 
tegrity as 15 not to be mov'd by any proſpet of Profit, ' Honour, or 
Fear of the Faces of Men. 2. Xnowledge' and good Underſtanding in 
that variety of Matters, which may occur, and are there to be con- 
fider'd, whether Eccleſtaſtical or Civil, the Principles of Laws and 
Government in general, andthe Laws and Government of Enz/ard 
in particular, and many other matters, with a good Sagacity, Prof- 
pect and Foreſight, into the remote conſequences of things. 3. D#- 
ligence and Induſtry, to attend and conſider, and prepare and forward 
matters of Importance to the Publick. Theſe are neceſſary, it not 
indiſpenſable qualifications ; to which may be added rwo others of 

reat uſe, that'is, 4. Elocation, ſo as to ſpeak pertinently and 
floſely to buſineſs, and 5. Reputation of Integrity and good Judg- 
ment which uſually makes what is ſpoken by ſuch a Perſon - 


be the more regarded by the reſt. Theſe five qualifications are as 
requiſite to a compleat Parliament Man, as are the five Senſes to a 
Compleat Man. 

Such indeed are to be deſired, to be ſought for, to be preferred and 
choſen, where they may be had. But where perſons thus qualified 
in all particulars, and in the higheſt degree, are not to be had, in 
ſuch caſe they that come neareſt are to be choſen, eſpecially at fuch 
times when matters of great moment and concern are to be ordered. 
This is plain and evident, becauſe the End, which all men in fuch 
cales are by the Laws of God and Nature obliged to intend, is the 
publick Good, and by conſequence are likewiſe obliged to make 
choice of the moſt juſt and proper means and Inſtruments for the 
attaining of that End ; and ſuch only are thoſe who have moſt of the 
principal qualificationsaforeſaid, and in the higheſt degree. 

And by this Rule may all ſuch, both Competitors and Elefors,who 
are.more concerned to diſcharge their Duty and ſerve their Country, 
than to gratiſy their Ambition or ſerve a private intereſt, eaſily di- 
re their Aﬀtions, and judge of the ations of others. And there- 
fore 1. for Competitors, whoever, becauſe of his Quality, his E- 
ſtate and Ability to ſpend molt Monev,or his intereſt among his neigh- 
bours upon any other ſcore than the qualifications aforeſaid, ſhall 
oppoſe another better qualityed in thoſe reſpects for this purpoſe than 
himſelf, does certainly eicher AR upon miſtaken Principles, or 15 
tranſported with a vain Ambition, or has not that Aﬀection for his. 
Country, and Senſe of his Duty, as he ought to have. And this may 
be further demonſtrated {from a familiar Inſtance, for there is no Wiſe 
and Conſiderate Man, but in his private matters of Law, in matters 
relating to his Health, in matters of Dealings with other Men, and 
the like, will ſeek aſſittance ſrom ſuch as are of more Ability in thoſe 
reſpe&ts then I1m{iclf ; and therefore in matters of greatet moment to 
himſelf to his Puſtcrity, and whole Country, not to do the like, is in- 
conſiſtent both with common Prudence,and that ſenſe of Duty,and of 
the weight of his undertaking, which every Honeſt man hath in 
theacceprance of but a private Truſt ; and certainly mens fo forward 
intruding into a Truſt of ſo great Importance, deſerves no other-Eoti- 
ſtruction than it doth, and uſually hath, inthe caſe of-a Private- 
Truſt, under the like Circumſtances. 

By the ſame Rule alſo may the Eletors ascafily direct their choice, 


if 


| 4 

if they intend the Juſt and Honeſt diſcharge of their Duty ; that is, 
if they regard only or principally the true and proper qualifications of 
the Perſon for the buſineſs for which he is to be choſen, and lay aſide 
allby reſpc&s and private concerhs. Some men pretend that a good 
Effate is a neceſſary, or principal qualification, to oblige the perſon 
to be the more.concernd for ſo conſiderable an Intereſt, but that is 
but a meer Fallacy ; for a Covetous or Ambitious Man will be apt-to 
uſe that as a ſtep to Sacrifice the Intereſt of his Country, to the ſatis- 
faction of his Humour,which ſoever it is, whereas an honeſt man con- 
tented with his condition, will be no leſs careful to preſerve the little 
he hath, than he that hath more. Others are carried on upon the 
conſideration of Friexdſhip, which is as unreaſonable as if a man in- 
ſtcad of an able Lawyer or Phyſician, ſhould make choice of a perſon 
but meanly Skilled in either of thoſe Sciences becauſe he is his Friend: 
and as abſurd and unreaſonable it is for any man to take it ill from 
his Friend, - who chooſeth the aſſiſtance of a more proper Man in a 
ſpecial caſe than himſelf, The firſt of theſe does plainly prefer his 
private Friendſhip before the publick good of his Country, and the 
latter his own Intereſt or humour before either. A like miſtake is ve- 
ry common in Cities and Boroughs, where they think themſelves ob- 
Iiged to chooſe their actual or expe&ted Berefattors, and they again 
Expect to be choſen. Of theſe we may judge by what is faid of the 
. Laſt. In the Country many are ſwayed by Fear of . the diſpleaſare of 
their Landlords or great Neighbours, and they as unreaſonably expect 
their compliance. The former do in a matter of greater-importance, 
the choice of Truſtees for their Country, what they would not doin 
a leſs, the choice of Truſtees for a ſmall Eſtate of their own : And rhe 
latter take from their Neighbours that Freedom, which they would 
not have taken from themlelves ; or having baſely. given up their 
own, would injuriouſly Uſurp their Neighbours Right, as hath often 
been the caſe of late times. For that RalBle of Brutes who are ready 


to Sacrifice all to their Bellies, they are ſcarce capable of hearing 
Reaſon, Yenter non habit aures, but if any of them have fo much hu- 
manity [eſt as to liſten to it, the Rule before expreſſed mary direct 
them. | 
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Special Conſiderations for Eledtors of Repre- 
ſentatives, for the Next Parliament. 


there are, which deſerve a Special Conſideration, in re- 

& to the preſent State of the Nation, and the next Parlia- 
ment which is ſhortly to Aſſemble. Wherein ewo Things will 
be greatly zeceſſary to be taken care of, in order to a more happy 
[State of this Nation, for the future. 

The one, an Effeftual Reformation of the Corrupt and Diſſo- 
lute Manners, which the Licentiouſneſs, and Evil Examples of 
the late Kings, through the Midianitiſh Wiles and Policies of the 
Romiſh Balaams, had introduced ; and which like a Torrent, ſoon 
overſpread the Nation. This wicked Policy had two miſchievous 
Effefts: Firſt, It depraved and debaſed the Minds of the People, 
and moſt of thoſe, who were nearelt in Degree, or Employment ; 
and thereby - rendred them the more unfit, either for Prudent 
Counſel, or Generous Attion. And Secondly, It provoked the 
Diſpleaſure and Judgments of God ; which yet his Infinite Wiſ- 
dom and Goodnels, {o ordered and moderated, that the principal 
Authors and Inſtruments of that Wickedneſfs, firſt felt the evil 
Eflets, and deſerved Puniſhment of it. For, as that Baſeneſs 
and Depravation of Manners, produced {uch Flatteries in the Peo=. 
ple, by Abhorrences and Addrefles, and evil Counſels, as by 
Anirmating , betrayed thoſe Princes to ſuch unjuſtifiable Courſes 
and Attempts, as the natural Genius of the Exgizſh could not long 
bear ; ſoit diſpoſed even the Army, in which the late King repo- 
ſed his greateſt Confidence, the more rcadily to Deſert Him, in 
a Caſe indeed dangerous to himſelf, but wherein thoſe Courſes 
into which he had been ſo betrayed, made them judge it reaſona- 
ble ſo to do. But we are not to think, that the Malign Influence 
of that Wickedneſs, is all ſpent in this. There 1s a Root of Bitter- 
nef{s {till remaining, which 1s like to produce the like evil Fruits 

and 
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* and EffeAs, upon the whole Nation, if it be not ſpeedily entire- 
ly Eradicated. We have felt ſome evil Efte&s of it the laſt 
Year, even after ſo admirable a Mercy to this Nation, as we late- 
ly received, and are in danger to feel greater, if it be longer neg; 
lected. And becaule in things of fo great and common Con- 
cern,” every one ought to put to his helping Hand, I think it will 
not only be an Aft of free Charity, but an abſolute Duty, to ac- 
quaint all, eventhe meaneſt of the People, how much they may, 

and are obliged to-contribute to ſo deſirable a Work, as the Re- 
formation of theſe curſed Relifts of Popery. 

There is 4 plain Chriſtian Duty, which if it were taken notice 
of, and praCtiſed as it ought to be, by the meaneſt of Chriſtian 
People, would have a very good Eftect toward the Reformation 
of the greateſt. And that is, To withdraw from, and avoid all 
Communion aud avoidable Converſation, with ſuch as profeſs them 
ſetves Chriſtians, and yet live diſorderly in any ſcandalous Sin ; 
as: Prophane Swearing, Incontinence, Drunkenneſs, &c. This is 
the expreſs and poſlitiveDoQtrin of the ſacred Scriptures,and ſo appa« 
rently, and highly reaſonable in it ſelf, that I need not ſay more 
of it. And fince God by his Providence, hath ſo ordered. the 
Condition of Men upon Earth, that the greateſt, muſt in many. 
things, have need of the meaneſt ; were it but well obſerved and 
vradhiſed, as it ought to, be, it would ſoon bring ſuch Inconve- 
niences upon thoſe who arevitious, as would neceffitate them to 
mend their Manners : But in nothing ought is more carefully to 
be obſerved, than in EleQtions of Repreſentatives in Parliament : 
For they are intruſted to att in that Employment, not only for 
thoſe who EleCt them, but for the whole Nation, and in matters 
of greateſt Concern ; in reſpett, not only of the Civil Rights and 
Intereſts of Men, but allo of Religion, and the Honour and Service. 
of God, upon whole Favour and Bleſſing, the happy State of 
the Nation doth abſolutely depend. And aCting in the name, or 
ſted.of thoſe who EleEt them, if they at amiſs, and be ſuch as 
are likely ſo to do-; the EleCtors are Partakers bf their Sins and 
Faults, and accountable for the ſame before God. 1f therefore, 
Reformation of the Manners of the Nation, be a thirg to be de- 
ſired and endeavoured by every Man in his Station; for an 
Man to give his Voice for a vitious ſcandalous Perſon, who needs 


% to 
. 


to be reformed himſelf, and is more like to oppoſe and obſtruft , 
a. Reformation of others, than promote it, is not only Abſurd, 
but Impious. 

W hat can be more unreaſonable, than to chuſe ſuch 'to conſule 
concerning the great Concerns of a Mans ſelf, his Country, and 
the whole Nation ; who are either ſo impotent and brutiſh, as 
to ſubje& their Reaſon, and proſtitute their Reputation to- the 
Gratification of their ſenſual Appetite, in. unlawful Luſts or 
Drunkenneſs ? or ſo inconfiderate, as either out of a baſe com- 
pliance with diſſolute Company, or vain AﬀeCtation of a Gigan- 
tick Audacity, to profane the Sacred Name of God, or Imprecate 
his Judgments upon .themfelves? or to chooſe ſuch to make 
Laws, who do themſelves. violate all Law, Divine, as well as *' 
Humane ; contemn alt Authority, and by- their evil Example, 
teach others to do the like? Nor can any Man, who hath any 
ſenſe of-Religion, with any reaſon expe, that the Divine Pro- 
vidence will ever fayour with his Bleffing, either the Ations of 
ſuch Perſons, or thoſe who.chooſe them. Only where there is 
a Profeſſion and apparent hopes of Reformation for the future, I 
would not diſcourage. it by rejecting ſuch,if otherwiſe well qua- 
liked. 

The other thing to be taken care of, is the Reformation of thoſe 
falſe and corrupt Notions, concerning the Engliſh Government ; which 
by the Frauds and Flatteries of the four lait Reigns, have been in- 
troduced and promoted, to the great Diſturbance of the People, 
and greater Miſchiefs to ſome of the Kiags. The preſent State 
of the Engliſh Government, is compoſed of what is beſt in each 
of. the ſingle Forms of Government : It hath the Majeſty of a 
Monarchy, the ſtanding Council of an Ariſtocracy, and the great 
Council and Strength of a Republick. And the Diftribution be- 
tween the Regal and Republick parts, is thus: The Republick 
partis the moſt ancient in our Government, and as it hath always 
done, doth at this Day with the Ariſtocratick, retain all the 
Power ; but for the greater Majeſty oft the State, refers all the 
Honour that may be to the Regal. But the King can neither 
make Laws, Impoſe Taxes, or legally do any thing concerning 
the State, without the Advice and Concurrence of ſome Legal 
Council. Yet doth not the Monarchy need any ſeparate Power 

h to 


- to ſupport it, -as ſome have inconſiderately imagined, or diſhoneft- 
ly pretended. For the other two parts would even naturally ſup- 
port the Monarchy, for the greater Honour, Majeſty, Unity, Dif- 
patch of Buſineſs, and other Advantages to the whole, was not 
the kind Intercourſe between them interrupted by evil Men, for their 
own Advantage. 


Cf this, they who will may ſee more in tr Papers *, The on? Entituled, IMPORTANT 
QUESTIONS UPON THE LATE REVOLUTION: rhe 
erher, AN APOLOGY FOR Nr, STAFFORD. 


Theſe wicked People deſigning only their ownAdvantage, without 

any regard, cither ro the Honour or Safety of the Prince, or to 
the Peace and Proſperity of their Country ; have always fought 
the Princes Favour, and thereby their own Advancemeat, by 
two very common, but pernicious Methods of Flattery : 1. By 
| Magnifyiog the Power of the Prince above the Truth. 2. By 
Calumaiatng thoſe, who perceived and oppoſed their Pernicious 
Deſigns, as Repwblicans and Enemies to Monarchy. By theſe 
means, they ingratiated themſelves with the Prince, as the. only 
Loyal and Faithful Subjefts, and Friends to Monarchy ; and, 
which ſerved. the better ts Tecure themſelves in his Favour, made 
him jealous of all others. But by the ſame means, though they 
occalioned great Troubles and Diſturbance to the People, yet 
brought they the greateſt Michiefs of all upon the Kings them- 
ſelves, for whom rhey pretended the greateſt Zeal and Service 
-1maginable. For as on the one hand, they partly flattered, and 
partly tzighted, and both ways betrayed them into ſuch illegal 
Courſes, as made their Cauſe unjuſtitiable ; ſo on the other, they 
.gave juſt cauſe of Diſcontent and Jealouſie to the People, and 
did as much as could, to render Monarchy it ſelf, as odious to 
them as poſſible, 

Theſe are the Men, who occaſioned and even neceſſitated the 
late Civil War, and in effe& brought King Cheyles the. Firſt to 
the Block, and have reaſon therefore enough till tro keep the 
30th. of Jenny, untill they have more worthily repented of the 
hand that they or ther Party had in it. Theſe are they, who 
had betrayed King Charles the Second into the like Miſchiets, had 
he been-a Man of a more Martial Spirit. And theſe are they 
who ſo lately. by their Flatteries, Addreſſes, and illegal and o_ 
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ed Compliances, betrayed King James the Second into thoſe Mil. 
chiefs which he is fallen into. And to conclude all, theſe are the 
Men, who have been the greateſt ObſtruQtors of the-moſt nece( 
fary Proceedings of the laſt Parliament, for a firm and honour- 
able ſettlement upon the true Exglih Foundation, and undoubt- 
edly will be aQting the ſame part again in the next, if they meet 
with the like encouragement either from number or otherwiſe, 
as they had in the laſt. 

And therefore after ſo great experience of the Miſchiefs alread y 
done by this ſort of Perions both to King and People, one would 
think there ſhould need no more to perlwade all thoſe who have 
any fincere love to their Country, that is, any hearty concern 
for the Honour and Safety of their preſent Majeſties, or for the 
Peace and Proſperity of this Nation, to be very wary how they 
commit ſo great a Truſt as that repoſed in a Member of Par- 
liament to any ſuch Perſon upon any private conſideration; and' 
to that end and purpole it may be of ſome ule to note the ſeveral 
Forms under which they Acted. 

And the firſt may be ſuch Members of Parliament as did ac- 
cept of any gratification in either of the laſt Reigns, for their 
Vote or for any fecret Service, inconſiſtent with the Truft re- 
poſed in them by their EleCtion, or to oblige them indefinitly 
to the Kings Service, as Members of Parliament. 

Secondly, Such Judges as gave any illegal Judgment or Opi- 
nion tending or ſubſervient to any of the Arbitrary Deſigns or 
PraQtices of either of the ſaid Reigns. 

Thirdly, Such baſe and mercenary Lawyers as by abuſe of 
their Profeſſion were acceflary to, or promote] the Murder, or 
illegal, or unjuſt Condemnation or Conviction of any Perſon in 
the late Reign, or were otherwiſe fubleryient to any of the. Ar+ 
bitrary Deſigns or Praftices then in agitation. 

Fourthly, Such as weze officiouſly forward, and aCtive for the 
Surrendepof Charters; which, as was evident to every ordinary 
Capacity, was deſigned for the Subverſion of the Government, or 
Promotion of Arbitrary Power. | , 

Fifthly, Such as by Abhorrences, or other Addreſſes renounced 
the Rights of their Country, and betrayed the late Kings, by en-- 
couraging them to illegal Actions, contrary to their Coronation 
Oath. Laſtly, 
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+ © Laſtly, Such as by any notorious Compliance have been any 
way Inſtrumental rowards the Subverting of the Foundations of 
\ our goodold. Exgliſh Government. CUM 

It the: Deſigns and Tendency of thele things be duly conſider- 
ed, the Fault of thoſe, who were Agents in them, will eaſily 
appear to be ſuch, asin Modeſty, they oughtto abſtain” from in- 
truding into any Publick Employment at. this Time ; but efpe- 
cially that of the Parliament, till things be better ſetled. And 
- thoſe whom Modeſty cannot reſtrain, -one would think Prudence 

ſhould, at leaſt, ſo far as not toexpole themſclves to the Cenſure of 
' ſuch an Aſſembly, and even invite and provoke it upon themſelves. 
For it is plainly in my 'Apprehenſion, an impudent Afﬀront to the 
Houſe, tor Criminals to 1ntrude into the Seat of Judgment, when 
thoſe very Crimes whereof they are Partakers, are to be Diſcuſſed 
and:Cenſured. Nor do I think it for the Honour of the Engliſh” 
Nation, or conliſtent with the Prudence —_— in an Exglifþ 
Parliament, to- ſuffer it. And had not the latt Convention over- 


looked much of their proper Buſineſs in this. reſpeQ, as 'well 
as in other matters, it is likely they would have found leſs Op. 
poſition-and -Diſturbance in their. Proceedings. . Nor ought any 


one to think, that this is inconſiſtent with that Freedom of Ele&i- 
ons, or of Debates in Parliament, which the Conſtitution of the 
Engliſh Government alloweth, and authorizeth in each. ' For 

t-extendsjnot that Right and Freedom to Criminals.« And the Ele- 
 Qtors, who will preſume tomake ſuchEleQtions,ought to know;that 
they are accountable to the whole Nation, and to the Parliament, 
for what they do in that reſpe&. + 

I am as little for Severity in theſe Matters, eſpecially where 
the Criminals are numerous, as any Man : But as ſome Exam- 
ples are to be made, ſo the Honour of the Nation, and Juſtice 
of what we have done in this great Afﬀair, ought to be aſſerted 
and maintained ; and not the whole Nation be abuſed, with 
fooliſh and unreaſonable pretences of Meacy. 


